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Infant Baptism Information 

St. Pius X Catholic Church, Portland, OR 503.644.5264 x 122 

 

We welcome parents who are 

seeking baptism for their 

children.  Congratulations on 

this special moment in the life 

of your child! We look forward to celebrating that your 

child is a child of God and a member of our Catholic 

Community. 

 

To assist parents in preparing for this special event, we 

would like to provide you with the information on this 

page. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PARENTS 

To register your child for Baptism:  

 Please register at http://www.stpius.org/baptisms. 

 After you register, Tom English 

(tenglish@stpius.org 503-644-5264 x 122) can help 

you make arrangements for classes and a date. 

 If you attend Mass at another parish, please provide 

a letter of permission from that parish to have your 

child baptized here.  

  

GODPARENTS  

 Please select either one or two godparents. If two, 

they should be one man and one woman. 

 A godparent should be a practicing Catholic who is 

at least sixteen years of age, and already fully 

initiated in the Catholic Church (i.e. he/she has 

celebrated the sacraments of Baptism, First 

Communion, and Confirmation). People who do not 

meet these criteria may be designated as “sponsors”. 

 We encourage godparents to attend the baptism class 

with you, if possible. 

 
Baptism Times 
We celebrate baptisms during our weekend masses.  

Please arrive at Mass 25 minutes early. 

 

Baptism Class.   

Class is free for registered parishioners, $20 otherwise. If you 

are from outside of our parish please attend classes offered by 

your own parish. Classes are on Sundays at 3:00 pm in the 

Parish Office Conference Room.  Please register for class in 

advance. Limit of 10 baptism parties/class.  To register, 

contact Tom English. 

 

To register for Classes or a Baptism, contact Tom 

English, 503-644-5264 x 122, tenglish@stpius.org.

BAPTISM CLASS: 
We offer a baptism class to assist you in preparing for 

your child’s baptism. We require a class if you have 

never taken one. 

 If you have already taken a class for another child in 

the past, we encourage your participation again, but 

it is not mandatory.   We appreciate the participation 

of parents who have already had other children 

baptized, so that they can share their experiences 

with the first time parents. 

 We encourage both parents to attend the class, and 

we also welcome godparents. 

 You may bring your infant child to the class. 

 We normally hold the class in the large meeting 

room in the Parish Office building.  Please ring the 

doorbell when you arrive. 

Be sure to register in advance for the class. You can 

indicate in the notes at the end of the online registration 

form that you would like Tom to inform you of dates for 

the classes. 

 

THE BAPTISM 

 We celebrate baptisms once per month, at a 

designated weekend Mass. 

 We do not celebrate baptisms during Lent. 

 Please arrive at Mass 25 minutes early, to prepare 

and rehearse for the ceremony. 

 

PICTURES 
You are welcome to have someone take photos.  We do 

request that the photographer stay in one place off to the 

side rather than creating a distraction by moving to 

various locations. Please limit the number of flashes to 

one or two. There is enough light in our church for non-

flash photos. 

http://www.stpius.org/baptisms
mailto:tenglish@stpius.org
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BAPTISM CEREMONY  

 

Family and godparents should arrive 25 minutes before Mass for a brief rehearsal. 

The child can be dressed in a white baptismal gown, but this is not required. 

 

BEGINNING OF MASS 
 Before Mass, please sit in the church towards the front. 

 After the opening procession and greeting, the minister (a priest or deacon) will invite the parents and 

godparents to stand in their pews for a pre-baptismal rite, which includes the following questions: 

o “What name do you give to your Child?” _______? (Answer first and middle names) 

o “What do you ask of God’s Church for _______?   (Answer Baptism) 

o “You have asked to have your child baptized…. Do you understand what you are undertaking?”  ( Yes) 

o “Godparents, are you ready to help the parents of this child in their duty as Christian parents?” (Yes) 

o The minister traces the sign of the cross on the forehead of the child, and invites parents and godparent(s) 

to do the same on the child’s forehead. 

 

AFTER THE HOMILY 
After the homily, the minister calls baptism parties forward to Baptismal Font. 

 The minister renews the baptismal promises of the parents and godparents by asking four questions, which 

include renouncing sin and professing faith in God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Everyone answers “I 

do” to each of the questions.  

Since the infants are not old enough to respond to the promises of their own volition, the parents and 

godparents are speaking these promises on behalf of the children who will be raised in the Faith. 

 One by one each baptismal party comes forward to the baptismal font. 

A parent or godparent, together with the minister, lowers the child over the font so the minister can pour the 

water over the forehead. 

 After the pouring, the parent can hold up the child to the congregation, while everyone sings Alleluia. 

 The minister anoints the children with chrism (perfumed oil) on their heads. 

 The minister asks the godparent(s) to light a baptism candle. 

 The minister prays a blessing for the parents. 

 After a welcoming applause by the assembly, the minister invites people to return to their pews. 

 

For small children being baptized, we will place a stool next to the baptismal font on which they can stand. 

Children can bend their heads straight down over the font for the minister to pour the water over them. 


