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THE WEDDING CEREMONY 
 

Thoughtful, prayerful planning and participation in 

your Catholic wedding ceremony will help to bring 

many blessings to your married life. 

 

For those marrying in the Catholic Church, the 

highpoint of the wedding day is the wedding liturgy 

where bride and groom become husband and wife in 

the lifelong covenant of marriage, which is a 

sacrament for baptized Christians.  
 

From Pope Francis: 

“Make your wedding a real celebration – because marriage is a celebration 

– a Christian celebration, not a worldly feast! … What happened in Cana 

2,000 years ago, happens today at every wedding celebration: that which 

makes your wedding full and profoundly true will be the presence of the 

Lord who reveals himself and gives his grace. It is his presence that offers 

the ‘good wine’, he is the secret to full joy, that which truly warms the 

heart. 

 

“It is good that your wedding be simple and make what is truly important 

stand out. Some are more concerned with the exterior details, with the 

banquet, the photographs, the clothes, the flowers…These are important for 

a celebration, but only if they point to the real reason for your joy: the 

Lord’s blessing on your love.” - Address to engaged couples in Rome, 

February 14, 2014 
 

Here is information to help you plan a wedding at St. Pius X Catholic Church.  

We look forward to celebrating your wedding with you! 

 

1. Register  Please fill out a wedding registration form on our website under 
Weddings. 

 

2. Contact  A person from our marriage preparation team will contact you to 

discuss your plans, fill out paperwork, and help you to begin a process of 

marriage preparation. 

 

3. Classes or Weekend  Most couples attend a series of classes or attend a 

weekend, and meet with a counselor who will use the Prepare-Enrich or the 

FOCCUS marriage inventory with you. The preparation is designed to help you 

better get to know each other, deepen your relationship, and prepare for a 

lifetime of marriage. The pages below will give you options for the 

http://www.stpius.org/wedding-registration-form


2 

classes/weekend and a counselor. 

 

4. Natural Family Planning  We encourage you to take an online program to learn 

how to observe natural signs in the woman’s body for when to achieve or avoid 

conception. Information is at www.nwfs.org/natural-family-planning.html. 
 

5. Final Meeting  You will have a meeting with the wedding coordinator and/or 

the priest or deacon several weeks before the wedding to plan the wedding. 

 

6. Sacraments  Ideally, Catholics will have celebrated the sacrament of 

confirmation some time before their wedding.  If you have never celebrated this 

sacrament, we will be happy to make arrangements with you. 

We also encourage Catholics to prepare for their wedding with the celebration 

of the sacraments of reconciliation and eucharist. 

 

7. Nuptial Mass  If both of you are Catholic, you will probably want to celebrate 

your wedding with a mass.  If either of you are not Catholic, you will probably 

want  to celebrate your wedding without the portion of the mass which leads 

into communion, which means you will celebrate with the “liturgy of the 

word.” 

 

8. Ecumenical Marriages   If only one of you is Catholic, the one who is 

Catholic will be asked if he/she professes the Catholic faith and intends to live 

that faith as a member of the Catholic Church, and as far as possible to baptize 

and raise children in the Catholic faith. The non-Catholic party is not required 

to make any promise. 

 

9. Second Marriages  The Catholic Church does not recognize divorce.  If either 

of you have been previously married and divorced, before we can celebrate the 

wedding we will first need to determine your freedom to marry. This is true 

even if the first marriage was between two people who were not Catholic.  

 

Times Weddings Are Celebrated at St. Pius X 

Weddings can be celebrated on most Saturdays in the morning or afternoon.  A 

wedding with a mass takes about an hour, and about ½ hour without a mass.  We 

ask that you plan for your wedding to end by ½ hour before the time that you need 

to leave the church. Remember to plan whether to take posed pictures before or 

after the wedding. 

 

The times that the church is available are: 

 Morning Weddings – 8:45 am to 12:00 pm. 

 Afternoon Weddings – 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm.   

Please leave the church by 3:30 pm, which is when confessions begin. 

 

file://///church/Departments/Liturgy/IMPORTANT%20FILES/Premarriage/Forms/www.nwfs.org/natural-family-planning.html
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Visiting Clergy 

With permission of our pastor, clergy from outside of our parish are most welcome 

to officiate at weddings.  Our own wedding coordinator will still conduct the 

rehearsal. 

 

Wedding Rehearsals 
Rehearsals are conducted by our wedding coordinator, normally the evening before 

the wedding.  Contact the coordinator to set up a time, and also for questions about 

the wedding ceremony.  Usually the priest/deacon does not attend the rehearsal. 

Receptions 

Our Community Center may be used for wedding receptions, on a first call basis.  

Contact the church business office to reserve the Community Center. 

Music 

Our own parish musicians are available to provide music for your wedding. The 

musicians request that you give at least two months’ notice.  Our musicians can 

make all of the music arrangements for you.  As an option, you can hire your own 

musicians. A Catholic wedding is a sacred event and so the music must be sacred 

and appropriate for a Catholic wedding ceremony. 

Candles 

On either side of the church altar is a candle.  If you would like to use additional 

candles, please put glass hurricanes around them so that they do not splatter wax.  

If you use a unity candle, the unity candle does not need a hurricane. 

Flowers and Pew Bows 

Flowers may be left in the sanctuary or removed for the reception. 

Any pew bows must be secured with clips or holders.  We do not allow tape or 

"florist stickums", but we usually have clips available. 

Environment 

Please do not use: aisle runners, balloons, colored water in vases, rice or bird seed 

(bubbles are allowed outside), and fabric or ribbon runners between pews that 

could pose a tripping hazard. Banners may not be hung on the wals. The wedding 

coordinator has the discretion to not allow other items which are not appropriate to 

a church setting or could pose a hazard. 

During the Easter season there may be a water font in front of the altar; during the 

Advent/Christmas season the church may be heavily decorated with lights, 

poinsettias, etc., and during November a banner may hang listing names of the 

deceased. 
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Photographs 

 Photographs and videos of the wedding are wonderful as long as they are done 

tastefully and unobtrusively. Most professional photographers know to use 

proper discretion. 

 Posed photographs may be taken prior to or after the wedding, but please 

observe the time limitations so that they do not overlap with other church 

events.  

Clean Up 

Please leave the Church, Church Hall, and Bride's Room in the original state that 

you found them, and remove all containers, boxes, bows, etc.  

Paperwork 

The following paperwork is required: Baptism Certificate, Statement of Party to 

Marry and Witness forms, Civil Marriage License.  The wedding coordinator will 

help you with these. 

Welcome to our Catholic Church! 

If you are looking for a church home, we hope you feel most welcome at St. Pius X 

Church. Call Deacon Bob Little or the parish secretary at 503-644-5264 for 

information about how to become involved in our church or how to register as 

parishioners. If you would like to learn more about the Catholic faith tradition of 

your spouse, or perhaps become Catholic yourself, contact Bob Little, 503-213-

1447, boblittle@stpius.org. 

  

mailto:boblittle@stpius.org?subject=Catholic_Inquiry
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Wedding Costs 

  Groom  _________________________    Bride  _________________________       Wedding date   ____/____/_________     
 
 

    

The facility cost and fees associated with a wedding fall into 3 categories. 
1. Preparation and Facilities    

  
Registered Parishioner or  

Child of Parishioner 
Non – Parishioner 

Defined by Stewardship  

_____ 
Nonrefundable Reservation Fee 
Pay this fee when reserving the date 

$100 $200 
  

_____ 
Wedding Fee, including for church 
building, paperwork, preparation 

$150 $300 
 

 Total $250 $500  

2. Ceremony Resources 

   WEDDING COORDINATOR 
 

  

_____ 
Wedding Coordinator, who 
coordinates the rehearsal and wedding 

$125 $200 
  

     MUSICIANS 

 
  

_____ Accompanist $50 per hour for accompanist, 5 hour minimum = $250   

_____ Vocalist $35 per hour for cantor, 5 hour minimum = $175  

 After paying the nonrefundable reservation fee, please pay other fees by two weeks 
before wedding, to St. Pius X Wedding, 1280 NW Saltzman Rd., Portland, OR  97229 

In no case should financial circumstances prevent a couple from approaching  
the Parish for marriage, so please inform Parish Office if funding is prohibitive. 

  

   

3. Celebrant – Optional Donations 
Donations to the church and clergy are customary and done voluntarily. No specific amounts are 
suggested for donations.   

  Gift to the Clergy Either as cash or a check payable to the individual.   

  Donation to St. Pius X Church A donation payable to the church may be given.   

 Gift to Altar Servers 
Usually three youth will serve at a nuptial mass. 
Cash gifts may be given to the youth.  

 
  

  

Marriage Preparation provides an opportunity for couples to learn about each other, grow in love, 

and prepare for their lives together. Typically, preparation includes classes or a weekend, together with 

meetings with a professional counselor. Fees vary depending upon the program and the counselor. See lists 

of programs and approved counselors later in this document. 

If marriage preparation will be done outside of our area, please check with your local Catholic parish for 

their programs. 
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Catholic Wedding Music 
by PAUL TURNER 

Clip art by Kathi Scarpace 

 

When engaged couples think about music for their wedding, 

they often want music they’ve heard at the weddings of their 

friends. They may also like popular songs that express the love 

they have found in each other. When the Catholic church considers music for 

weddings, it comes from a different angle. The liturgy approaches music for weddings 

as it approaches music for any other service in the church. The first consideration is 

the active participation of the people, and this is where couples and ministers often 

part ways. 

It would help if engaged couples asked these questions first: What music will best 

give praise to God? How can people at our wedding praise God in song? 

The Catholic wedding liturgy does not envision music that showcases a solo singer, a 

professional recording piped through the sound system, or even an instrumental march 

for the opening procession. It thinks of the wedding the same way it thinks of Sunday 

Mass. Catholic wedding music ideally includes an opening hymn to accompany the 

procession, just as you would sing at church each week. It envisions music during the 

Liturgy of the Word: a responsorial psalm and a Gospel acclamation. If Mass is 

celebrated, the people should all sing the acclamations during the eucharistic prayer, 

as well as a communion song. A soloist could appropriately sing a religious piece 

during the preparation of the gifts or after communion. If there is no Mass, the liturgy 

could pause after the exchange of consent for a solo. An instrumental postlude could 

very beautifully conclude the service. 

Secular music has a place in the overall celebration of the wedding — but at the 

reception, not at the church. The place to look for good wedding music is the hymnal, 

not the radio. 

 

This bulletin insert originally appeared in Ministry & Liturgy, a pastoral planning resource used by the worship 

leaders in your parish as an aid for better liturgy. Copyright © 2006, Resource Publications, Inc. 160 E. Virginia St. 

#290, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. This article may not be reproduced in any form without permission 

from the publisher.  For permission e-mail info@rpinet.com.  

 

mailto:info@rpinet.com
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Initial Meeting, St. Pius X Classes, Paperwork,  

Rehearsals and Wedding Coordination – 

Barb English, rainbow626@frontier.com,  

503-329-0636. 

Approved Marriage Preparation Programs 

 Engaged Encounter Weekend – see their 

website oregonengagedencounter.org for dates, 

locations, and to register. The weekend generally 

extends from Friday 7:30 pm to Sunday 2:00 pm. 

Cost is $325. 

 N.W. Family Services Always Faithful Marriage 

Preparation Program, 503-546-6377, nwfs.org. Three 

evening sessions, plus two counseling sessions 

Prepare-Enrich Inventory (instead of FOCCUS 

Inventory). Cost is $235. 

 N.W. Catholic Counseling Center Pre-Marriage 

Program, 503-253-0964, nwcounseling.org, 8383 NE 

Sandy Blvd, Portland 97220. Classes are  Friday 

from 7pm - 9 pm and Saturday from 10 am – 3 pm. 

Check website for dates. Classes are $175; Three 

Counseling sessions with FOCCUS Inventory is 

$250; Classes plus Counseling is $350. 

 Counselors – See page 8 for a list of counselors or 

consultants in addition to above agencies. The last two of 

the programs listed above have counselors serving in 

their agencies as part of their programs. 

St. Pius X Church Musician 
Dan Dangca, 503-644-5264 x 174, ddangca@stpius.org. 

Dan will work with you to arrange music. 

Use of the Community Center for wedding receptions: 

Email the business office or call the church at  

503-644-5264. 

 

For Further Information contact Deacon Bob Little, 

boblittle@stpius.org, 503-213-1447, 

or Barb English at rainbow626@frontier.com,  

503-329-0636.

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ORDER OF WEDDING SERVICE 
With Nuptial Mass 

Candle lighting  (optional) 

(Seating of any Parents not in the Processional) 

Processional – options are that groom & bride can each 

walk in w/ both parents, or bride can walk in w/dad 

First Reading – Lector chosen by engaged couple 

Responsorial Psalm  – usually sung 

Second Reading – Lector chosen by engaged couple 

Gospel 

Homily 

Exchange of Vows 

Exchange of Rings 

Prayers of the Faithful – Lector chosen by engaged 

couple, or read by clergy 

Nuptial Blessing 

Offertory Procession – optional. People to bring 

forward bread & wine are chosen by couple 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Our Father 

Sign of Peace 

Communion 

Final Blessing 

Presentation of Bride & Groom 

Recessional 

Without a Mass 

Candle lighting  (optional) 

(Seating of any Parents not in the Processional) 

Processional – options are that groom & bride can each 

walk in w/ both parents, or bride can walk in w/dad 

First Reading – Lector chosen by engaged couple  

Responsorial Psalm – usually sung 

Second Reading – Lector chosen by engaged couple  

Gospel  

Homily  

Exchange of Vows 

Exchange of Rings 

Prayers of the Faithful – Lector chosen by engaged 

couple, or read by clergy 

Our Father 

Nuptial Blessing and Final Blessing 

Presentation of Bride & Groom 

Recessional 

mailto:rainbow626@frontier.com?subject=Wedding
http://www.oregonengagedencounter.org/
http://www.nwfs.org/
http://www.nwcounseling.org/
mailto:ddangca@stpius.org?subject=Wedding%20Music
mailto:businessoffice@stpius.org?subject=Wedding%20Reception%20Hall
mailto:boblittle@stpius.org?subject=Wedding
mailto:rainbow626@frontier.com?subject=Wedding


8 

St. Pius X Premarriage Program 

Individual Sessions 

 

The St. Pius X Premarriage Program includes meeting with a counselor, 

usually for two sessions, to discuss your relationship as a couple.  Please 

choose one of the counselors below, and email your choice to Barb English, 

rainbow626@frontier.com. The counselors use a Prepare-Enrich or a 

FOCCUS inventory of questions as an aid for discussion.  

 

You are responsible for making the appointments and for paying the 

consultant’s fee. 

 

After meeting with you, the consultant will send a brief report to the church 

with an overview of topics discussed and a general assessment of readiness 

for marriage.  However, the main purpose of the consulting is not 

assessment but to help you prepare for a lifetime of marriage with each 

other. 

  

Consultants

 

Mary Eagle, MA 

Park Plaza West 

10700 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy. 

Building III Suite 525 

Beaverton, Oregon   97005 

mteaglema@aol.com  

503-359-9789-message 

 

Wendy Reiman, MFT 

Wendy conducts her sessions on  

the St. Pius X campus. 

wendy@journeysoflifecounseling.com 

journeysoflifecounseling.com 

503-799-8572 

 

 
 

 

* * Northwest Catholic Counseling 

8383 NE Sandy Blvd. 

Portland, OR  97220 

nwcounseling.org/ 

503-253-0964 

 

* * Northwest Family Services 

6200 SE King Road 

Portland, OR 97222 

nwfs.org 

503-546-6377

* * Both of above two agencies have approved counselors available. 
 

Engaged Encounter Weekend (oregonengagedencounter.org) is a favorite program for many couples. 

Engaged Encounter does not supply its own counselors, so use a counselor on this page. 
 

mailto:mteaglema@aol.com?subject=Wedding
mailto:mteaglema@aol.com?subject=Wedding
mailto:wendy@journeysoflifecounseling.com
http://www.journeysoflifecounseling.com/
http://www.nwcounseling.org/
http://www.nwfs.org/
http://www.nwfs.org/
http://www.oregonengagedencounter.org/
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Wedding License 
All engaged couples must obtain a civil marriage license for their wedding. 

 License can be obtained from any county courthouse in Oregon.  Courthouse in Hillsboro 

(503-846-8752) is located at 155 N. 1st Avenue, Suite 130. 

 Cost is $60, cash or check only. 

 It must be obtained at least three days before the wedding, and it is good for sixty days. 

 Couples do not need to provide any documents, but they will be asked to supply the 

following information: 

- Place of birth. 

- If there was a previous marriage(s), how that marriage ended (i.e. death or divorce) and 

the date the marriage(s) ended. 

- Parent information, including names, maiden names, and places of birth (if in U.S., need 

to provide name of State of birth. If outside of U.S., name of country). 

 

These directions are current as of May, 2016. 

 

 

Name Change for people who obtain their license from Hillsboro Courthouse 

After the wedding, if you wish to change the bride’s name with Social Security  

and the Dept. of Motor Vehicles, you must obtain a certified copy of your marriage license.  

 

To obtain a certified copy, either go to the courthouse or mail a request to  

Dept. of Assessment & Taxation – Recording Division 

155 N First Ave, #130, MS 9 

Hillsboro, OR 97124-3087.   

 

The request should include: 

1) Groom’s name  2) Bride’s name prior to marriage  3) date of marriage 

4) self addressed stamped envelope  5) $7.75 per requested copy. 

 

When you have received your certified copy, take it with picture identification to either a 

Department of Motor Vehicles or a Social Security office. 

 

These directions are current as of May, 2016, but please verify these directions with directions 

that are mailed with your license, or you can call the courthouse at 503-846-8752. 

 

 


